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Subscription to “The Village Panchgyﬁ‘ﬂ'ﬁﬁrnal "

GOVERNMENT.

Circular No. 69¢ o+
Oifice of the Inspector of Municipal Councils & Tocal Boards.

Suheet +—Accounts— Panchayat- Boards—Subscription 10 Journal
I'ublished by Madras Provincial Union of Panchayat
Doards-~ Pavment.
I3, Dis. No. 7167 ~A42-=Dated 25-7-19412.

Circular No. 690.

Tn this Office Cirenlar No. 336 general sanction was accorded to

all Panchavat Roards for the pavment of Rs. 2 only towards the

annual subscription to the Journal Published by the Madras Provincial

Jirion of Panchavat Boards. As the price of paper has now risen up

all the Panchayat Boards are hereby informed that in partial

modification of the Circular No. 336 referred to above they are
now permiitted to pay an annual subscription of Rs. 3.

S. RAMACHANDRAN,
For Inspector of Local Board.
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The Village Panchayat Fournal,

~

VOL. V] AUGUST, 1942. [No. 5.

The Editorial Commuttee do mot hold themselves responsible for views
expressed by contributors. Contributors are requested to write legsbly
and on one side of the paper. Manuscripts will not be returned un-
less stamps are sent to cover postage. Matter intended for the issue of
any particular month should reach the Commiitee before the 15th of
the previous month.

A T ——

Membership to Panchayats—Literacy qualification.

The question whether literacy should be made & compulsory
gualification for election to the Panohayat Boards is an important
one that should be carefully considered. We should have very gladly
advooated this if stebs had been taken to make Adult Literacy
compulsory in the country and all adults had become literate. Asit
i, Literacy in the country side to which Panchayats belong is not
much beyond ten per cent. To give the power of voting to all Adults
in the village and ask them to stop short of having the opportunity
to manage their own affairg by taking direct part in the administra-
tion is a travesty of democracy. By all means let adult education
be a primary charge on the Panchayats and let every Panchayat be
enjoined to make its adult population literate, say in. five years, If
literacy has its value for administrative purposeslet it be brought
about in this manner. Bat to start with restricting the rights of
the oitizen by telling him he shall vote but.shall not stand for elec-
tion because of his illiteracy is to put the cart before the horse and
make Pagchayat rule the monopoly of the literate few in the village.
If this literacy qualification should now be insisted upon’ there will
‘arise tWo Bets of leaders in.every village—its natural leaders of all
communities who are generally. illiterate and leaders created by the
new Panchayat Act. ™ It is likely that conflicts will arise’ between
these two sets and life become more intolerable for the villager.
Cancellation of Parlchayat® may then 6 on more rapidly, for the
argument of faction in the village will ceme more hardy: then
Farmation of Panchayat Boards may be retarded because it .will’
always be possible fo find that there are pot suffigient men of lite-,
raoy to fill the Panchayats. - There will be shother practical diffi,

-cultv to be considered. We understand that the select Committes:
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recommended ward svstem. There may be many villages—where
there may be wards without men with literacy qualifications. Are
such wards to g6 without representation. Then. again what is
Ulteraecy qualification. It is sufficient if & candidate writes his
name or should be read and write. Like a second language Test for
some Government Officers intending members for—Panchayats may
have to prepare themselves by learning to read and write. Are
these to be examined. WIill there be rules for prescribing the
extent of qualification. Therefore from all points of view, it is
dangerous to the whele cause of Panchaysts te lay down literacy
gqualification in the present ciroumatances. As a temporary
measure, till sach time ag Adult Literacy is not fully achieved, elec-
tion to the Presidentship of the Pamnchayat Board may be restricted
to the Literate member or members of Panchayats; for, the presidont
has to deal with correspondence and papers and it iz not in the best
interests of administration that-he should trust himself to the clerk.
We hope the Government will give its most careful consideration to
this question before deming to final conolusions.

Sri S. V. Ramamurti, 1.C.S,, as Adviser.

We aregled that the Governmeat has appointed such a distin-
guished son of India as Sri S. V. Ramamurti, I.CS., as Adviser to
the Governor, be it for a short period. We hope he shall have a
chance of remaining Adviser as long as adviserships last. We
congratulate him on the appointment. Heis in charge of develop-
ment departments, His interest in Agrioultural economy of the
country is well known. We are sure that he will do what best he
may for the ryots of our province during his tenure of office.
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